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With nearly fifty years combined global church-planting experience, Craig Ott and Gene Wilson are

well qualified to write a comprehensive, up-to-date guide for cross-cultural church planting.

Combining substantive biblical principles and missiological understanding with practical insights, this

book walks readers through the various models and development phases of church planting.

Advocating methods that lead to church multiplication, the authors emphasize the role of the

missionary church planter. They offer helpful reflection on current trends and provide best practices

gathered from research and empirical findings around the globe. The book takes up a number of

special issues not addressed in most church planting books, such as use of short-term teams,

partnerships, and wise use of resources. Full of case studies and real examples from around the

world, this practical text will benefit students, church planters, missionaries, and missional church

readers.
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"Global Church Planting offers a comprehensive, biblical foundation for starting new churches, but it

also gets down to the nitty-gritty of finding funding, developing a sense of the local culture, and

pulling together the team that best meets the specific needs of growing a congregation in the

community where the church is being planted. . . . It should be read by anyone thinking about

planting a church, but I think it should also be read by anyone in church leadership."--Rick Warren,

Saddleback Church (from the foreword)"A masterful foundation for what is quite simply 'the most



urgent business of humankind.' Thoroughly researched, carefully examined, biblically anchored,

and skillfully presented, Global Church Planting provides an excellent introduction for anyone who

yearns to see the kingdom expand."--David Garrison, author, Church Planting Movements"With

over fifty years of international church-planting experience between the authors, readers would

expect to find in Ott and Wilson's book an excellent grasp of the literature, some new models and

strategies created out of research and their vast ministry experiences, practical ways to apply these

strategies, and case studies to demonstrate them. This is exactly what you will get in Global Church

Planting."--Tom Steffen, School of Intercultural Studies, Biola University"Ott and Wilson have

delivered a massive resource with scriptural insights, timely stories, and practical guidance that will

help anyone interested in church planting."--Ed Stetzer, coauthor, Transformational Church"For too

long the mission world has sent out church planters without thinking deeply enough about the

nature of the church. Ott and Wilson have gone a long way toward correcting this shortcoming and

demonstrating how church planting is the nexus between the church and mission. I heartily

recommend this book for all those who love the church and want to see it grow and reproduce

around the globe."--Charlie Davis, The Evangelical Alliance Mission"A church planting text that is at

once well researched, well written, amazingly comprehensive, and decidedly practical. Mission

CEOs, seminary and college professors, practitioners at home and overseas--anyone and everyone

committed to church-planting mission--should make sure that they have ready access to Global

Church Planting."--David J. Hesselgrave, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Craig Ott (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is professor of mission and intercultural studies

at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois, where he occupies the ReachGlobal Chair

of Mission. He is the coauthor of Encountering Theology of Mission and coeditor of Globalizing

Theology. Gene Wilson (DMin, Westminster Theological Seminary) is church planting director for

ReachGlobal, the international mission of the Evangelical Free Church of America, and director of

their annual Cross-Cultural Church Planting School. He served as a church planter in Canada for

eighteen years and a church planting trainer and coach in Latin America and the Caribbean for eight

years.

I've been a missionary to Swaziland, Africa for 8 years, and we just started planting churches this

year. I got my hands on a lot of books and resources on planting churches, but this one is my most

prized resource. Each time I open the pages, I find myself highlighting, underlining, and quickly

applying the concepts and practical steps for missions and outreach in rural Swaziland.The authors



do an excellent job at explaining the essence of the church, despite cultural and government

differences, and how to pursue building a church in a biblical way.This is a valuable wealth of

knowledge and a huge reference full of valuable lists, comparisons, illustrations, case studies, and

real world successes. Here are some golden nuggets:1. Garrison's Ten Common Elements of

Church Planting Movements2. 10 Best Practices for Church Multiplication3. Comparison between a

Pastoral Church Planter, Catalytic Church Planter, and an Apostolic Church Planter4. The 6 Roles

of an Apostolic Church Planter5. The 5 Developmental Phases of Pioneer Church Planting6. 7 Keys

to Effective Church Planting7. 13 Ways to Involve Short Term Mission Efforts in Church PlantingI

highly recommend this book for any believer interested in pursuing a church plant,

increasing/re-evaluating their church missions' vision, or helping struggling churches to become

healthy and growing churches.

Absolutely superb. For anyone involved in CP work whether at home or abroad or wondering how to

move things forward in their local church this book offers clear principles and helpful anecdotes. It is

a long book ... Perhaps more like a textbook, but it has relevance to many if not most Church

situations. Read it!

Ott, Craig & Gene Wilson. 2011. Global Church Planting: Biblical Principles and Best Practices for

Multiplication. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. ISBN 978-0-8010-3580-7. 440 pages.Here is a

church planting book par excellence. There is a proliferation of books on church planting compared

to when I first went into church planting. Some of these books are valuable in one area - such as

planting a church by the team approach or detailing some important ministry in church planting.

However, this book is fully-orbed because it cares for (as the title indicates) both biblical principles

and best practices.In this it is similar the great classic on church planting by David Hesselgrave

Planting Churches Cross-Culturally in that it respects the biblical agenda. However, it is different in

that Hesselgrave's book uses the Pauline cycle as found in Acts. Ott and Wilson use what they call

"Developmental Phases" (Part III). But both approaches have value and I would encourage the

study of both of these.The book is in four major parts starting with the biblical base and then moving

on to strategy and phases in church planting. The fourth part deals with five critical issues.The

"Parable of the Apple Trees" found in the Prologue is a fascinating start to this valuable book. Read

it and use it if you teach church planting or are involved in church planting.It is to be regretted that

there are no exercises at the end of each chapter to help apply the material. If this book is used by a

church planting team or in a course, this need would need to be dealt with.The only other question



is the size of the book. This is both a help as it enables one to deal with all the major questions but a

starting church planter may find it overwhelming.I found this book so helpful that I purchased an

additional copy and sent it off to a school in Ilesa, Nigeria, that has asked for help. Maybe you

should do the same for some church planter or school.

a good read

I ordered this book for a class at my college (bible college) on Church planting. Even-though this

subject isn't overly interesting to me; the book is well written and a good read for someone planning

to plant a church!! Would recommend it! :)

This is an excellent read! For those of you that need a good book on planting churches in a global

world this is the one to use.

Great insights into the biblical reasoning, steps, types, and paradigms for church planting!

Great principles, lessons, and key dynamic on Church Planting. I used this book as a text book for a

class of twenty-eight inmates and they loved. it.
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